Social Workers Registration Board

Reference on Social Work

Foreword

The Social Workers Registration Board (the Board) is a statutory body established in Hong Kong
under the Social Workers Registration Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap 505. The main functions of
the Board include but are not limited to dealing with the registration and discipline-related matters of
registered social workers (RSWs).

The Ordinance does not provide an interpretation of the term “social work”.  As the definitions of
social work vary in different schools and theories, the Board has difficulty in adopting a universal
definition applicable to all contexts. After referring to the Ordinance and citing the relevant
publications of some international bodies of social workers, the Board compiles and set out below a
collection of reference to social work.

“Social Work” in the Context of the Ordinance

Meaning of “Social Work Post”
Section 2

“Social work post” means a post of employment in social work where the holder of the post, in order
to discharge the duties of the post, requires knowledge and skills that may be obtained by acquiring a
recognized degree or diploma in social work.

Qualifications for Registration
Section 17(1)

The Board shall not register a person as a registered social worker (category 1) unless he —
(a) 1s the holder of a degree or diploma in social work recognized by the Board for the
purposes of this subsection; or
(b) satisfies the Board that he has —
(1)  occupied a social work post not later than 31 March 1982; and
(11) subsequent to that date, occupied a social work post or posts for not less than 10 years,
whether or not continuously.

Section 17(2)

The Board shall not register a person as a registered social worker (category 2) unless he satisfies the
Board that —



(a)  he currently occupies a social work post or has been accepted for such a post; and
(b)  if he is so registered, he proposes to obtain a recognized degree or diploma in social work
within a period which is reasonable in all the circumstances.

Use of Title of “Social Worker” or Related Descriptions

Section 34(1)

Subject to subsections (3) and (4), a person whose name does not appear on the Register shall not be
entitled to use-

(a) the description "registered social worker" or "FE{fF & T/EE",
(b) the initials "R.S.W."; or
(¢) the description "social work" or "t & T {E" or "social worker" or "t+& T {E&" or "+ T.",

whether in combination with any other description or any initials or otherwise, to describe his
profession as being the social work profession or his social work professional qualifications.

Definition and Description of “Social Work”
The new definition of “Social Work™ was approved by the IFSW General Meeting and the IASSW

General Assembly in July 2014. The new definition can be found at the website of IFSW:
http.//ifsw.org/get-involved/global-definition-of-social-work/
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